


	
MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY 
AND
UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

STRATEGIC PARTNER GLOBAL PHD SCHOLARSHIPS
FUNDING RULES AND APPLICATION FORM 
2027 ROUND

Macquarie University and University of St Andrews have established a supervisor-led global PhD proposal program to enhance cooperation and collaboration between their researchers and increase participation in the global (joint) PhD program. The scheme was implemented in 2022 and the institutions agreed to offer an annual funding round which has supported two to six global PhD projects per year to date.

Funding Rules

	Calls for proposals
	Open 10th June to 10th August 2026

	Assessment of proposals
	Submission deadline 10th August 2026 11:59 PM local time

The Steering Committee will assess the proposals against the evaluation criteria.

	Announcement of outcomes 
	September 2026

	Call for expressions of interest / applications from prospective students
	Open October to December 2026

The supervisors will review expressions of interest/applications and select a preferred applicant for the project position.

	Selection of preferred student applicant 
	Nomination by start of February 2027 
Formal application by April 2027 

	Commencement of project / student 
	27 September / 1 October 2027 or 27 January / 1 February 2028

	Project eligibility 
	Academics employed at Macquarie and St Andrews who are approved to supervise doctoral projects.

Each project proposal will have a principal supervisor from each of Macquarie and St Andrews.

Academics who have been successful in previous rounds may submit a proposal to a subsequent round. Priority may be given to proposals that are submitted by academics who have not previously received funding.
Open to all schools at both universities. 

Priority may be given to proposals that fall under the themes of energy and environment or resilient societies. 

Projects are recommended to be interdisciplinary, ideally spanning across different schools at the two universities.

Projects should be planned so that the student will spend half of the scholarship term at the University of St Andrews and half at Macquarie University.

	Student eligibility
	The global PhD scholarship will be available to new Scottish, UK, Australian, or international PhD applicants starting their degree in September/October 2027 or January/February 2028. 

Please note that following successful expression of interest/application to the global PhD scholarship all selected candidates must also apply to and be admitted by each university.

	Duration of funding for each global PhD project
	42 months (The last 6 months will be subject to an extension at Macquarie in accordance with the Graduate Research Variations to Candidature Policy.)

	Macquarie contributions 
	Macquarie will support up to 4 awards in 2027/2028 with the following contributions:

For the period spent at Macquarie University, the scholarship will comprise a stipend, tax exempt, and paid pro-rata. The stipend is valued at AUD39,700 in 2026 and is indexed annually in accordance with the Australian Consumer Price Index (CPI). A tuition fee scholarship will be granted for the period of joint enrolment up to 42 months. Macquarie University will also provide an airfare allowance for flights between Scotland and Australia up to a maximum value of $4,000 AUD to be arranged by the Graduate Research Academy.

	St Andrews contributions 
	St Andrews will support up to 4 awards in 2027/2028 with the following contributions:

For the period spent at the University of St Andrews, the scholarships will comprise a full tuition fee award and an annual stipend paid at a rate set by the University of St Andrews. For 2025/2026, the stipend is £19,775 p.a. The 2026/2027 rate will be published when available. The stipend rate will remain at the 2026/2027 rate for the duration of a candidate’s studies, unless notified of any uplifts.

	Scholarships do not cover
	Any continuation, extension, or resubmission period/fees.
Periods of leave of absence.
A research training grant or another equivalent award for research expenses.
Support for travel, immigration, health insurance, language test fees, and related charges between the partner universities. These costs are significant and typically due at the time of enrolment of the student, and they are the responsibility of the student.
The school at the University of St Andrews or Macquarie University is not required to contribute to the costs of the scholarship.
Schools that normally provide doctoral students with a research training grant or equivalent award for research expenses, or any travel funding, must cover these costs or come to an agreement with the partner university should they wish to offer this type of support, but please note that institutional funding for such expenses is not normally available.
This funding cannot be deferred.
University of St Andrews Terms and Conditions of Award. 
Macquarie University Conditions of Award.

	No transfer of funds
	The parties acknowledge and agree that the obligation to make Contributions arises only in accordance with the recruitment of a student, successful admission to both institutions, and formal scholarship ranking at Macquarie, and final signatures of a Student Agreement between the universities. Students must apply to both institutions and meet all relevant entry requirements for admission including any immigration requirements that may be in place, and scholarship criteria.

Awards are also subject to successful progression through the course of the PhD program, including meeting attendance and engagement requirements at each university.

It is anticipated that the universities will retain their Contributions for the support of the student.

	Student agreement
	Once a project is selected and approved, the institutions will support the successful supervisors in recruiting a student and agree to complete and execute a Student Agreement which will govern the joint supervision and enrolment of the student at both universities. 

	Application process
	Applications for the global PhD scholarships should be jointly prepared by the supervisors from both universities on the Application form and submitted by the supervisor at each respective university.  

At St Andrews, applications should be submitted by email to globalphds@st-andrews.ac.uk. 

At Macquarie, applications should be submitted by email to gr.globalprograms@mq.edu.au.

	Final report
	Successful awardees will be expected to provide reports of outcomes in relation to ongoing research activities, publications, or other collaboration activities resulting from the Global PhD scholarship award. The Global Office at St Andrews and the Graduate Research Academy at Macquarie will contact the principal supervisors for information about any such details after the launch and completion of PhD project.





Evaluation criteria

	Criterion
	Weighting

	Scientific quality of the proposal
The proposal should highlight any innovative or distinctive features and be written for a multi-disciplinary audience. The proposed project should be demonstrably feasible within the funded period.
	40%

	Quality of the research training environment for the student
The proposal will be assessed on the ways in which the partnership between Macquarie and St Andrews facilitates a high-quality research training environment for the student. A high-quality research training environment may include the materials, resources, equipment, archive or lab, and training groups, etc. the student will benefit from accessing, and the particular supervisorial context created by the collaborative project. The proposal should indicate how this will benefit the student during their PhD and how it will support their employability and professional development beyond the project’s completion.
	30%

	Added value of the project beyond the scope of the PhD project
The proposal will be assessed on the clarity of expected outputs and the manner in which the existing institutional partnership strengthens the project and its potential outcomes. It should indicate clear anticipated deliverables, the capacity the project provides to enhance existing links and strengthen research collaboration beyond the scope of the PhD project, and the contribution of the Macquarie-St Andrews collaboration to enhancing the project and its outcomes.
	30%




Further enquiries

	For further information or assistance in completing this form, please contact:

At St Andrews, Dr Christian Harding, Head of Operations and Partnership Governance, Global Office by email to globalphds@st-andrews.ac.uk.

At Macquarie, Dr Rahel Cramer, Global Programs Coordinator, Graduate Research Academy by email to gr.globalprograms@mq.edu.au. 
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Application form

Part A – Administrative Summary

A1. Applicants

Macquarie University Principal Supervisor
	Surname
	

	First Name
	

	Title (e.g. Dr)
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	Department or School
	
	Faculty
	

	Position
	



University of St Andrews Principal Supervisor
	Surname
	

	First Name
	

	Title (e.g. Dr)
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	School
	
	Faculty
	

	Position
	



Macquarie University Associate Supervisor (if known)
	Surname
	

	First Name
	

	Title (e.g. Dr)
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	Department or School
	
	Institution
	

	Position
	






University of St Andrews Associate Supervisor (if applicable)

	Surname
	

	First Name
	

	Title (e.g. Dr)
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	School
	

	Position
	






Part B – Project Information 

B1. Project Title
Provide a short descriptive title in plain English (max. 20 words)

	





B2. Project Outline
Summarise the project aims, significance and expected outcomes with an indication of any innovative or distinctive features for a multi-disciplinary audience. Show how the project is realistically achievable within the funded period. (max. 500 words in plain English)

	





B3. Quality of the research training environment
Statement (max. 300 words) outlining the ways in which the partnership between Macquarie and St Andrews facilitates a high-quality research training environment for the student and for this specific project. The statement should explain what materials, resources, equipment, archive or lab, and training groups, etc., the student will benefit from accessing, and why the particular supervisorial context created by the collaborative project will be beneficial. It should also indicate how the project supports professional development beyond the PhD.

	






B4. Added value of the project
Statement (max. 300 words) describing how the project will enhance existing links and strengthen research collaboration beyond the scope of the PhD project, and how the institutional partnership will contribute to strengthening the project and its outcomes.

	


































Confirmation that the application has the support of the authorised member of staff at St Andrews and Macquarie, normally the Head of School or the School Director of Postgraduate Research (signature below or email is sufficient).
At St Andrews, confirmation from the Head of School or Director of Postgraduate Research indicates support for the academic project and supervisory responsibilities, as well as a commitment to facilitate required collaborative examination processes and manage associated costs.
At Macquarie, confirmation from the Head of School/Department indicates the support for the Macquarie applicant to supervise the project.



 			Date:			
St Andrews signatory position title and signature



 		Date:			
Macquarie signatory position title and signature
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